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was the theological student, Franz Lerse, of Buchsweiler in Alsatia, Goethe's favourite friend, immortalised in Gotz. His neat, clean outward appearance corresponded to his inner life.    He was an honest,  clear-headed,  determined youth, with a pure and noble soul, which won for him the confidence of all, and fitted him to act as peacemaker whenever a dispute arose.    His love of art and poetry, and his dry  humour, rounded  out a pleasing  personality.    The medical student, Meyer von Lindau, was of a wholly different nature, uncommonly handsome, gifted, witty, but of an irrepressible levity.    Of the remaining members of the company two other Alsatians were closely associated with Goethe:   the theological student, Weyland, and the law student Engelbach, the latter only for the first few months. The society received a valuable addition at the beginning of the second semester in the person of Heinrich Jung, called Stilling.   He was a man of great tenderness and a deeply religious nature, who only now, at the age of thirty, after strange vicissitudes, had reached the point when he could devote himself to the study of medicine.    His unalterable faith in God rested upon the manifold ups and downs in his life, in which he believed he could recognise everywhere God's providence.    Furthermore, he was thoroughly educated and highly appreciative of all that is good and beautiful.   He had come with an elderly surgeon by the name of Troost, who wished to inform himself of the recent progress in his art, and had appeared at the Lauths' table d'hdte.   The description which he gave  of his arrival is such a faithful picture of himself, Goethe, and the entire company, that we may insert it here, with a few omissions, in the place of an illustration:  "About twenty persons dined at the table, and they [Stilling and Troost]